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Who We Are

Our Vision

ReFED is a national nonprofit 

working to end food loss and 

waste across the food system 

by advancing data-driven 

solutions to the problem.

A sustainable, resilient, and 

inclusive food system that 

optimizes environmental 

resources, minimizes climate 

impacts, and makes the best use of 

the food we grow.

Leveraging data and 

insights to highlight supply 

chain inefficiencies and 

economic opportunities

DATA & INSIGHTS CAPITAL & INNOVATION STAKEHOLDER ENGAGEMENT

Catalyzing capital to spur 

innovation and scale high-

impact initiatives

Mobilizing and connecting 

supporters to take targeted 

action
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RESCUE RECYCLING FOOD WASTE

What is “Surplus Food”?
All food that goes unsold or unused by a business 
or that goes uneaten at home – including food and 
inedible parts (e.g., peels, pits, bones) that are fed 
to animals, repurposed to produce other products, 
composted, or anaerobically digested. It also 
includes food that is donated.

SURPLUS FOOD
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What We Did...



The Tools

ReFED 
Insights 
Engine

Understand the Problem
Food Waste Monitor

Find Solution Providers
Solution Provider Directory

Calculate Impact
Impact Calculator

Analyze & Prioritize Solutions
Solutions Database

Roadmap to 
2030

7 Key Action Areas

40+ Modeled & Unmodeled 
Solutions

Financing, Policy, Innovation, & 
Engagement Recommendations

User-Specific Guidance



A Blueprint for Action
The Roadmap to 2030 looks at the entire food system and 

provides a framework to focus waste reduction efforts. 

Powered by the Insights Engine, the Roadmap to 2030 is 

an indispensable resource for reaching our 2030 goal.

7
ReFED outlined seven key action areas for 

the food system to focus its efforts over 

the next ten years to prevent, rescue, and 

recycle food at risk of going to waste.

Impacts of Uneaten Food: Hunger & Food Insecurity 







$14B $73B

A Five-to-One Annual Return



$14B
in annual funding 

required for a 50%+ 
food waste 
reduction

Tax Incentives (Gov’t.)
$97M / 1%

Venture Capital
$1,421M / 10%

Private Equity
$1,085M / 8%

Corporate Finance & Spending
$7,124M / 50%

Project Finance (Gov’t.)
$714M / 5%

Project Finance (Commercial)
$617M / 4%

Mobilizing Capital is Essential

$3B
Catalytic 
Capital

De-risks new innovation

Unlocks bottlenecks

Overcomes agency 

problems

Stimulates marginal 

projects

Grants (Gov’t.)
$1,024M / 7%

Grants (Non-Gov’t.)
$1,217M / 9%

Impact-First Investments
$909M / 6%













Top 10 Solutions
in the Insights Engine

Total Net $ Net $/Ton Total Tons Total GHGs

Enhanced Demand Planning

Reduced Warehouse Handling

Minimized On-Hand Inventory

Active & Intelligent Packaging

Decreased Minimum Order 
Quantity

Increased Delivery Frequency

First Expired/First Out

Temperature Monitoring (Pallet 
Transport)

Decreased Transit Time

Markdown Alert Applications

Enhanced Demand Planning

Decreased Transit Time

Intelligent Routing

First Expired/First Out

Imperfect & Surplus Produce 
Channels

Temperature Monitoring (Pallet 
Transport)

Markdown Alert Applications

Buyer Specification Expansion

Minimized On-Hand Inventory

Decreased Minimum Order 
Quantity

Imperfect/Surplus Produce 
Channels

Meal Kits

Consumer Education 
Campaigns

Enhanced Demand Planning

Centralized Composting

Intelligent Routing

Decreased Transit Time

Buyer Specification Expansion

First Expired/First Out

Standardized Date Labels

Meal Kits

Consumer Education 
Campaigns

Enhanced Demand Planning

Standardized Date Labels

Intelligent Routing

Decreased Transit Time

First Expired/First Out

Temperature Monitoring (Pallet 
Transport)

Dynamic Pricing

Markdown Alert Applications
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Key Opportunities

1/ Enhanced Demand Planning

2/ Enhanced Product Distribution

3/ Meal Kits

4/ Produce Line Expansion

5/ Markdown Alert Applications

$5.2B Net Financial Benefit 1.2M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$8.3B Net Financial Benefit (Total) 3.3M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$6.5B Net Financial Benefit 1.7M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$5.1B Net Financial Benefit 2.9M Food Waste Tons Diverted

$3.8B Net Financial Benefit 771K Food Waste Tons Diverted



ReFED Insights Engine

An interactive knowledge hub for food loss and waste 
launched in 2021, the Insights Engine lets users:

1. Understand the 
Problem

2. Explore the 
Solutions

3. Find Solution 
Providers

4. Calculate Impact

Launch the Insights Engine

https://insights.refed.com/
https://insights-engine.refed.com/food-waste-monitor?view=overview&year=2019
https://insights-engine.refed.com/solution-database?dataView=total&indicator=us-dollars-profit
https://insights-engine.refed.com/solution-provider-directory?sort_by=asc%28name%29
https://insights-engine.refed.com/impact-calculator?inputs=%7B%22sector%22%3Anull%2C%22type%22%3A%22standard-mix%22%2C%22unit%22%3A%22tons%22%2C%22alternative%22%3Afalse%2C%22destinations%22%3A%5B%5D%7D


Stay Connected

@refed

refed.com

insights.refed.com


